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ROOTS OF EMPATHY PROGRAM 

793. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the Minister for Education and Training: 
I refer to the Roots of Empathy program introduced into some schools in Western Australia to prevent bullying, 
which has been heralded in other Australian states and some countries, particularly Canada from where it 
originated.  
(1) What is the total amount of money allocated for the program this year?   

(2) On how many school sites is the program being conducted?  

(3) Who in the department is now responsible for implementing the program? 

(4) Has the program been assessed and will it be provided to all schools next year?   
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
(1) The amount allocated is $140 000 plus the part-time support of a principal consultant located at the 

central office.  This funding is sourced from the $64.5 million behaviour management and discipline 
strategy, which aims to improve the behaviour of students with challenging and disruptive behaviours, 
to increase school attendance and participation of students in schooling and to create a safer school 
environment.  

(2) It is being conducted on 18 school sites.  
(3) Those responsible for the program are the principal consultant, health and wellbeing, in the directorate 

and the principals of the 18 school sites.   
(4) The Roots of Empathy program is being evaluated in Western Australia by Dr Garth Kendall from the 

Telethon Institute for Child Health Research, in partnership with the Department of Education and 
Training.  Dr Kendall is working closely with Dr Kim Schonert-Reichl and Dr Clyde Herzman from the 
University of British Columbia, who were instrumental in conducting the initial research into the 
effectiveness of the Roots of Empathy program in Vancouver, Canada.  The continuation of funding for 
the program in Western Australia will be guided by the evaluation results, which are expected to be 
made available to participating schools and teachers in 2006.  

 


